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The Fate Of Sikh Shrines 


in Pakistan. 


i 


THE ORIGIN OF THE TROUBLES 


In the Panjab the communal troubles broke out 
in the first week of March, 1947. It was not a spon- 
taneous outbreak, however. It had been planned | 
and prepared for. Its seeds had been sown long ago 
by the advocates of Pakistan, who had been constant-. 
ly and vehementiy preaching the two-nation theory 
and creating an ever widening gult of hatred and 
antagonism between the Muslims and the non- 
Musi:ms. 


The ground for the troubles in the Panjab was. 
prepared by the Muslim Leaguers during their thirty- 
four day agitation, which culminated in the paralysis 
of the Government and the resignation of Sir 
Khizar Hyat Khan’s ministry. 


During these thirty four days the agitators were 
allowed to do whatever they liked with perfect im- 
punity. They Jed out processions, held meetings, 
staged demonstrations, delivered speeches, and shouted 
slogans in utter defiance of ail laws. They hoisted the 
League flag over Government buildings including the 
Civil Secretariat. irominent Muslim Leaguers, male 
and female, from all over India, and hundreds of 
students from Aligarh came to the Panjab to conduct 


was fl Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


2 


this virulent campaign. The Islamia Colleg= of 

Lahore was officialiy closed and its Principal, staff, 

and students went about sowing seeds of c»mmunal | 
hatred and arrogance amoig the Muslims in every 
nook and corner of the Panjab. Tne wife of the | 
Sind Premier l-d the Muslim woinen’s processions in 

Lahore. With but very few exceptions, the Muslin 

officers, who formed an overwhelming majority in the 

services, encouraged, helped, and applauded the mis- 

chief makers. Quite a number of British officers 

connived at this flagrant and persistent breach o: law 


and order. The forces of law and order seemed te = 
have abdicated or become paralysed. They became - 
mere spectators of all this organised spate of lawless- 3 


ness. Most of them surely enjoyed tae spectacle. 
Even those who did not like this open violation of 3 
the laws could do nothing to stop it. Naturally, the 
custodians of law and order became demoralised. It 

came to be thought and believed that the Muslims 

could do with impunity anything that they liked. 


But the defianc: of the laws was only one aspect 
of this agitation. In the meetings and processions 
very vie;ent speeches were made and slogans were 
uttered which fanned the flames ot Muslim fanaticism 
and communal fury. Threats were held out that Z 
rivers of blood would be shed if any opposition was 
offered to the establishment of Pakistan. Ihe most 
popular slogans were :—‘“‘We will get Pakistan as we 
conquered [ndia; We wiil get Pakistan with the 
sword. We will bring back the days of Aurangzeb, 

Mir Mannun, and Farrukh Siyvar.” 


--. = * 
we Pw 


All this open and deliberate defiance of the laws, 
all this incitement to violence, all this fanning of the 
Muslims’ communal ambitions and fury, went on 
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unchecked for thirty four days, and made the Muslims 
extremely haughty, arrogant, and intolerant. 


Sir Khizar Hyat Khan, the Premier, had stood 
passive and seemingly heipless all the time. At last 
he could stand no more. He resigned on the seeond 
of March, 1917. Tae Muslim Leaguers celebrated 
this event as their Vietory Day. Uhey felt, and 
declared it- openly, that thenceforth nothing could 
withstand them and that this victory of theirs wa 
the first great step towards the achievement of 
their eommunal raj in the Panjab. 


OUTBREAK IN RAWALPINDI AND MULTAN 


The non-Muslims were natural y perturbed over 
it. They started a counter agitation with a view to 
opposing the formation of a Mustim League ministry 
in the Panjab; for if it were formed, the whoie 
Province would become a_ part of Pakistan. 
The Muslims had become so haughty and 
pulled up with a sease of inviolable supremacy 
that they would not permit this couater-agitation. 
On the very first day of its start, ie, on the 4h of 
March, the Muslims launched against the non-Muslims 
of Rawalpindi and Multan Divisiens a well-planned 


and organized campaign of murder, loot, arson, 


1ape, abduction, and forcible conversion. ‘Thousands 
of unoffending Sikhs and Hindus, men, women, and 
children, were murdered in cold bis0d ; their homes 
were looted and burnt ; their girls and women were 
publicly dishononred, raped, and abducted; thousands 
of them were forcibly converted, and, above all, 
their sacred Gurdwaras and shrines were desecrated, 
looted, and burnt in hundreds. Such deeds were 
committed as, to quote Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, would 
shame the beast. 
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On the fifth of March the Muslims of Amritsar 
and Lahore launched a campaign of murder, loot, 
and arson in these cities. This went on for a_ pretty 


long time. 


The forces of law and order, which were over- 
whelmingly Muslim, or, in the case of Englishmen, 
pro- Vuslim, enceuraged and, quite often, part eipat- 
ed in this inhuman butchery of man by man for no 
other offence whatever than that of a_ difference 


of faith and creed. 
SIKHS'’ EXEMPLARY SELF-RESTRAINT 


The Hindus and Sikhs bore all this oppression and 
persecution with exemplary patience, forbearance, 
and selfcontrol. Evea inthe eastern Panjab, where 
they were in majority, toeyv refrained from retaliation. 
The Muslims, however, took this asa sign of weak- 
ness. On the one hand, they began to applaud the 
perpetrators of these horrible crimes as heroes and 
wagers of a holy war, and on the other, thev’ taunted 
the Hindus and the Sikhs, specially the latter, by 
calling them cowards, and do-nothinzgs. The “a 
were made a special target of this campaign of slander 
and ridicule, which was carried on systematically 
both in the Muslim Press and from the platform. To 
quote only one example. According to a report publish- * 
ed in the Free Press Journal of India, Waulana Daud 
Ghaznawi, while speaking at a huge Mus'im gather- 
ing at Karachi in the third week ot May 1947, said that 
the ; unishment of the Sikhs had _ begun, that they 
(Sikhs) had been reduced to sucha state that at the 
very sight of a Muslim they laid down their kirpans 
and stood with folded hands and bowed heads. He 
concluded by saying that if the Sikhs should think of 
fighting or hitting back, they would be exterminated. 
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MUSL'MS BEGIN BUTCHEFRY IN EAST PANJAB 


In spite of all this the Sikhs exercised a wonderful 
selt-restraint. tbey did not retaliate. Tnis embolden- 
ed even the Muslims of the eastern Panjab. So much 
so, that they began to attack the non-Musiims. the 
first of these actacks was made on a village named 
Bahrampur in the district of Hoshiarpur on the 25th 
of July, 47. Another place, named ‘Susman’ in the 
same locality, was attacked on 26ih, and still another 
on 27th. Ona 28th a_ band of Si ations attacked two 
Brahmins rear Nagoke in the district of Amritsar. A 
day Jater, a Sikh student, who was on his way home 
from the Khalsa School at Tarn Taran (Amritsar), 
was murdered by a party of Muslims from the village 
named Kandiala. Parties of armed Muslims roamed 
about in the district in search of victims and creating 


terror among the people. 


All appeals to the Government and all warnings 
to the Musiim Leaguers to end this state of things 
having failed, the Sikhs were forced to the conclusion 
that if they wanted to escape extermination, they must 
retaliate. There was no other course left to them. 
This was how communal troubles broke out in the 


eastern Panjab. 


OUTBREAK IN PAKISTAN AGAIN 


The subsequent cutbreak in the western Panjab 
was not so much a retaliation as the resu't of a 
sinister consoiracy to plunder and drive out all non- 
Muslims from the West Panjab. This campaign of 
Murder, loot, arson, rape, abduction, and forcible 
conversioa was planned, organized, guided, and 
helped by the Government. It began on the [lt 
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er 12th of August, by which date the Pakistanist 
Government of the West tanjab had _ been secretly 
informed of the Radcliffe Award and had pracucally 
assumed full control over the administration. The 
attacks on the Sikh villages were, in particular, led 
and conducted by Muslhm military, police. and the 
National Guards. The same plan was adopted every- 
where. Before the attack the villagers were disarmed 
and terrorized so that they might offer no resistance, 
The arms thus seized were distributed among the 
Muslims. The latter were given every facility to get 
arms in other ways, too. At the time of the attack 
all accesses to the village were guarded by the police 
and the military. The Muslim Goondas, armed wtth 
ail.sorts of weapons including guns and rifles, wee 
then let loose on the defence e,s non-Musiim poyula- 
tion. Those who tried to run out were shot down by 
the forces of law and order ambushing for them at 
the exits. Girls and women were dishonoured and 
abducted. Sacred shrines were desecrated, looted, 
and burnt. Houses were either occupied or looted 
and destroyed. 

If, in any place, the wholesale extermination of 
the non-Muslims in this way was found impracticable 
or undesirable, the villazers, after being disarmed, 
were assured of safety and lulled intoa false sense of 
security. Then some members of the Muslim police 
and military suddenly fell upon them and made them 
run away in utter confusion with nothing but the clothes 
on their bodies. Sometimes prominent persons were 
arrested on the charge of having resisted the forces of 
law and order. This happened in many big villages 
like Padhana. From that village six Sardars, 8. 
Harbans Singh and his near ones, were arrested and 
taken away. Nothing has since been heard of 


them. 
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As said above, all this happened just when the 
Pakistanist Government of the West Panjab had been 
put in the saddle, practicaily though uot fo mally. 
And yet Mr Gnazanfer Ali Khan had the cheek to 
declare, as he did in Mandi Baha-ud-Din early in 
September, 1947, -‘We woud Jike every Hindu and 
Sikh to stay im Pakistan. As citizens of pakistan 
there shall be no diterentiation between Muslims 
and non-Muslims.’’ And still Mr Jinnah had the 

temerity to say, ‘“‘We wou'd treat the minorities 
fairly and nothing is farther from my thoughts than 
+ to drive them away. [he minorities did not give usa 
chance to prove over bona/fide, nor did they give us their 
whole-hearted co-operation as citizens of Pakistan 
when a crisis suddenly overtook us.’ As if the cata- 
strophe which overtook the minorities and plunged 
them into desolation, destruction, and ruin was either 
a natural calamity or acreation of their own! As if 
anything more was needed to prove the malifides of 
the agents of Pakistan! Asif the non-Musiims had 
any choice in the matter! As if they were ever 
accepted and treated as citizens Of Pakistan ! 


THE UNHEARD OF ATROCITIES 


- The atrocities committed in this campaign on 
innocent men, women, and children were on all 
fours with those which the Muslims had committed 
in Rawa pindi and Multan. How herrible they 
must have been may b_ guessed from tbe fact that 
even a hardened propigandist and apologist of 
Pakistan as Mr Ghazanfar Ali Khan, who is never 
tired of basting that the Muslims in the West Panrj ib 
had kept their heads cool in spite of the gravest pro- 
vocations and had proved true to the tenets ‘and 
traditions of Islam, had to make the foliowing 
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admissions early in September last. Addressing a 
gathering of Hindus and Sikhs at Mandi Buha-ud- Din 
ne said, ‘‘l come to you with deep sorrow and keen 
regret. I fully realise your hardships and the cala- 
mity that has befallen you. For my part I tell you 
that loot, arson and murder are against the tenets of 
Islam, and every Muslim should hang his heud in 
shame over what is happening amidst us.’ 


At Gujrat, while addressing the local Muslims a 
day later he said, “ Voday I stand before you steeped 
in shame and mortification [ could never believe 
that some of us were so depraved as to indulge in 
loot, murder, and arson—beasily acts which couid not 
be justified by any argument, religious or moral 
We have been held guilty befor? the entire werid and 
should hang our heads in utter humiliation.” 


By the way, it will be interesting to note that, 
about a week later, this very gent'eman was proud to 
declare that the Muslims had proved true to the 
tenets and traditions of Islam and had not done anv 
harm whatever to the Hindus and Sikhs in the West 
Parjab. Possibly a case of the proverbially short 
memory of some type of people. 


I may also add that in this second round of the 


campaiga of murder, arson, loot, and other atrocities 
the oikhs were made the special targets Thousands 
of them were murdered, sometimes in pitched though 
unequal battles, in which the other party was com- 
posed mainly, if not solely, of Muslim police, Muslim 
National Guards, another naine for organized and 
well armed Muslim goondas, and Muslim mulitary. 
sometimes whole villages were looted and burnt and 
none was allowed to escape. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamahariElibrary@gmail.com 


www.archive.org/details/namdhari 


9 


In several places the Sikhs, when reduced to the 


last extremity, had to kill their womentolk in order: 


to save them from dishonour at the hands of the 
Muslims. In many places girls and women threw 
themselves into wells or committed suicide in other 
ways to escape the dishonour and shame which would 
be theic lot if they fell into the Muslims’ hands. 
Sulla very large number of them were forcibly taken 
away by the rafians. 


But a detailed account of the barbarities commit- 
ted by the Muslim Goondas, led by the police and the 
military and assisted by the magistracy, is bevond the 
scope of this paper ; for [ wish chiefly to make known 
to the public what sort of treatment the Pakistanists 
have meted out to our sacred shrines which their 
British friends have left at their mercy. 


THE SIKH SHRINES 


But before doing so I shall have to make a few 
preliminary remarks to enable the reader te judge the 
monstrosity of the wrong done to the Sikhs by the 
Engish and the Muslims. 


Jn the first place, it should be clearly understood 
that these Gurdwaras are dedicated to the hailowed 
memories of the Sikh Gurus, saints, and martyrs. 
They are not like erdinary places of worship set up 
for congregational purposes. Of this latter type we 
had thousands of temples or dharmsalas in the villages, 
towns, and cities formerly inhabited by the Sikhs. 
We are here to talk chiefly of the historical 
Gurdwaras. Needless tosay that they are held in 
very high esteem by the Sikhs. Most of them have 
lands, houses, and shops attached or assigned to them 
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or their upkeep. In all Gurdwaras and dharmsalas 
there are ccpies of Guru Granth Sahib, the Holy 
Book, which the Sikhs regard as the embodiment of 
their Gurus spiritual self and which, in consequence, 
is very dear tu them. 


BRITISH ASSURANCES 


In the second plaee, [ should like to say that this 
reverence and regard of the Sikhs for their sacred 
shrines and the importance of the laiter were fully vr 
: known to the Britishers. Jn view of this they gave us 
assurances that, when demarcativg the boundary of 
the East and the West Panjab, due regard would be 
paid to the location of these places. For example, 
MIr Henderson, the then Under Secretary of State 
for India, speaking on the India Debate in Parliament 
on the 15th ot July, 1947, and elucidating the terms 
of reference to the Boundary Commission, said that 
‘the primary basis for the demarcation of the bound- 
ary was to be whether the majority was Muslim or 
non-Muslim, but in certain cases there might be speciai 
! factors which would justify departure from this prin- 
cirle. These special factors were being allowed to 
take accownt the circumstances of the Sikh com- = 
munitt in the Punjab so that the locating of ther 
religious shrines could be taken into account ’ 


ee eee er Ae gc 
——— a 


Mr Butler, speaking on the same occasion, paid 
a tribute to the Sikh community with whom the 
British had had the happiest possible relations and 
who had, of all the martial races in the world, prob- 
ably the greatest reputation. “In the (notional) 
rartition of the Punjab, he added, “we have left the 
Sikh community almost exactly divided. The only 
solution which can mitigate the plight of the Sikhs 
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is that the Boundary Commission will so define the 
boundary that the maximum portion of the Sikhs 
should be included within one conglomerate whole. 
It is hoped that the Commission will be able to arrange 
the boundary so that the shrines and ropertres and 
other things hl: so dear ty the Stkhs may be amassed 
as jar as possible within one frontier.” 


The Civil & ‘ ilitary Gazette of Lahore, while 
commenting on the principle of ‘self-determination’ 
on which the division of the Panjab was going 
to be effected, wrote, “If self- etermination 
should preve to be decision by head-counting, cruel 
(perhaps intolerable; injustice will be done to the 
: minerity communities in, the province.’’(June, 24, 47). 


? 


IN TOLERABLE INJUSTICE 


Such were the opinions expressed, the assurances 
given, and the hopes held out by responsible 
Britishers. But the Radcliffe Award was made in a 
total disregard of all of them. No heed was paid to 
the special position of the Sikhs in the Panjab or to 
the location of their Gurdwaras. Nothing was done 
to mitigate their plight. The division was effected 

| on the basis of the head-counting alone, and that, 
oo too, on the basis of the ‘head-counting’ done in 1941, 
which, as even the officers in charge of the Census 
operations had themselves admitted, was unreliable 
and misleading, and in which the figures for the 


Muslim population had been sweiled for nolitical 
ends. 


STAGE SFT FOR SIKHS’ HOLY WAR 
& 
Uhus’a cruel, nay intolerable, injustice has been 
done to the Sikhs. It would seem that the 
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descendants of the heroes who, long ago, won 
honour and renown im the Christian world by fight- 
ing the Crusades or the Holy Wars in order to re- 
cover irom the Muslims the Holy places of their 
trophet’s birth and crucifixion, have deliber:tely 
handed over our holy places to the Muslims, and in 
that way created for us a situation similar to the 
one faeed by their heroes Jike Richard the Lion- 
Hearted |] hey have thus set the stage for the future 
Holy Wars which we must wage te recover our holy 
places from the Muslims. 


JOINT DECISIONS OF TWO GOVERNMENTS 


In the third place, it should be remembered that 
over and above the duty which every civilised govern- 
meut owes to its people, especially to the minorities 
under its care, the Pakistan Government had, 
through decisions jointly made by it and the Govern- 
ment of India, pledged itself to do the following 
things among others :— 


(a) To give protection to refugees in camps and 
in convoys ; 


(b) To safely evacuate those who desired to do so; 
(e) To prevent illegal seizure of evacuee property; 


(J) To permit the evacu~es to take away, at their 
discretion and within the Hmits of transport 
avaiable, movabie property, including licens- 
ed weapons, food, domestie animals, carts 
and vehicles which were not licensed tor 
public use ; 


(e} To protect and safeguard the property beiong- 
ing to religious, charitable, and cultural 
Institutions ; and 
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(f) That no convoys of evacuees and no _ temror- 
ary camps of evacuees about to move from 
the West to the East Panjab will be subjected 
to any kiid of szarch, either by the police or 
by the military. 


The agents of the Pakistan Government have 
been, however, persistently and quite openly, breaking 
every one of these and other similar so’emn under- 
taki: gs, Sometimes even the permits of their own 
D<:puty Commissioners have been ignored by petty 
police and military officials. The Hindus and Sikas 
in the West Panjab refugee camps and in convo 
proceeding to the East t anjab have-been attacked __ 
broad daylight, almost invariably with the active help 
of the police and the military, and murdered in 
thousands. Although the decision was that only 
such people were to be evacuated as desired to go 
away, yet in too many places, including Lahore, 
Muslim police officers, magistrates, and military 
officers have compelled Hindus and Sikhs to vacate 
their houses and shops on pain of being shot on the 
spot Such people were made to leave with nothing 
but the clothes on their bodies. The convoys of 
evaéuces aDdout to cross over into the East Panjab are 
regulary and rigorously searched by Mustim_ police 
and military and the refugees are deprived of all their 
cash, gould and silver jewellery, watches, bicycles, 
furniture, food grains, private cars, licensed weapons, 
kirpans, etc etc. A doctor was relieved of his X-ray 
apparaius, sthetoscope, and similar other things 
aithough he possessed a Deputy Commissioner’s 
permit to take them away. 


_ On the other hand, the Muslim evacuees proceed- 
ing to the West Punjab have been subjected to no 
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search whatever and are permitted to take all their 
belongings with them. 


PAKISTAN’S BREACHES OF PLEDGES 


How far the Pakistan Government has honoured 
its pledges regarding the prevention of illegal seizure 
of evacuees’ property and the protection of charitable 
and cultural places will be clear from the tollowing © 
one instance, out of thousands that can be quoted. 
The Stkh National College, Lahore, situated on the 
Grand ‘lrunk Koad and one of the foremost colleges 
in the Frovince, was looted by an organized band ot 
Muslims in the broad daylight under the very nose 
of police and military pickets. Therobbers came in 
seven big trucks led by a car. ‘Lhe hostels, the 
laboratories, the library, the science galleries, the 
office, the College Gurdwara, were all stripped of 
every bit of furniture, apparatus, books, record, cash, 
and even doors. This daylight robbery was carried 
on for seven whole days. The trucks came and went 
along the Grand Trunk Road where there were pienty 
of military and plicemen on duty. 


What the Pakistanists have been doing to our 
shrines will be clear from a perusal of the following 
narrative. Let the reader read through these accounts, 
based on the testimony of eyewitnesses and victims, 
and then judge for himself how much truth there is 
in the boasts of the propagandists of Pakistan that the 
Muslims have only been passive, helpless victims in 
this storm of communal frenzy, that the excesses have 
been committed by the Sikhs and Hindus, that the 
Muslims, true to the tenets and traditions of Islam, 
have scrupulously refrained from committing murder, 
loot, and arson, and that these communal riots are 
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the result of a Hindu-Sikh conspiracy to sabotage 
Pakistan. It will be seen from what has been said 
above and irom what follows that the !akistan 
Government has been breaking all its pledges and 
undertakings. Yet the tremier of that Dominion, 
Myr Liaqat Ali Khan, has the cheek to deciare, “As 
an honourable ns tion we have scrupulously adhered 
to all the decisions.” 


The narrative which fo.lows 1s — on the testi- 
% mony of evewitnesses, some of them victims, of the 
Cutrages. They are all trustworthy persons in full 
possession of their faculties. They were cautioned to 
be careful in their statements and to eschew all 
exaggeration and invention. 


Here is what they have solemnly declared to be, 
according to their best belief and knowledge, a true 
and faithful account of ajl that happened to the Sikh 
shrines in Lahore ; for I shall confine myself here to 
a narration of the events that happened to the shrines 
in Lahore alone To give even a brief account of all 
that happened to the hundreds of Gurdwaras all over 
Pakistan wiil require a big volume. 


THE GURDWARAS IN LAHORE 


The city of Lahore contains well over a dozen of 
historical Gurdwaras of the Sikhs, besides over a score 
of other Sikh shrines. They were managed by the 
Gurdwara + rabandhak Committee, Lahore, a bedy 
subordinate to the Shromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee of Amritsar, beth constituted under the 
Sikh Guriwaras Act of 1925, These Gurdwaras 
became the targets of attacks by Muslims quite 
early in the latier’s campaign against the Sikhs ; 
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but the final blows on most of them were delivered 
on the llth, 12th, and 13th of August, when the 
contcol of the city had been, practically though yet 
secretly, handed over to the Pakistan Government 
As will appear from the aecounts of what happened 
to the ditferent Gurdwaras, these attacks were 
abetted and quite often assisted by the Muslim 
forces of law and or‘er. Upto the middle of August 
the administration was legally in the hands of the 
British Governor, but his Wuslim and pro-Muslim 
Enelish officers had it all their own way. The 
police, the military, and the miagistracy, which 
showed were almost exciusively Mu-lim or pro Muslim 
scant regard for the life, preperty, and honcur of 
the noa-Muslims, It 1s no wonder then that the 
woeful things stated below did happen during their 
‘days. 
As soon as the trouble started in Lahore, the 
Gurdwara Committee made repeated requests to 
the authorities that effective and adequate arrange- 
ments should be made for the protection and safety 
of tae Gurdwaras. They also applied for licenses for 
some guns for the purpose. But all requests went 
unheeded. When the Punjab Boundary Force was 
constituted, the Committee approached the various 
officers a: that Force, namely, its Gommander, Major 
General Rees, the Commander of Lahore Area 
General Macdonald, and Brigadiers, Sr. Ayub Khan 
and S Digambar Singh Brar. But they did noth- 
ng. The Gurdwaras were lett to their fate which 
overtook them one by ome. The handful of sikhs 
in each of them could not resist for long the orga- 
nized attacks of the Muslim mobs, led and assi ted 
by the Muslim police and military, and Musim 
National Guards. 
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i, GURDWARA JANAM ASTHAN 


This shyjne marks the place where Guru Ram Das, 
the fourth Guru, was born. It is situated in Chune- 
mandi, a purely Muslim locality, On the 2ist of 
June, 47, the neighbouring Muslims threw 4 bomb 
into the Gurdwara. One Sikh, who was on duty 
there, was killed thereby. On the next day the 
doors of two shops attached to the Gurdwara were 
blown up. Another bomb exoloded under the door 
of another shop in the presence of the Muslim» Sub 
Inspector of Police who had gone there for investi- 
gation, But no arrests were made, The only upshot 
of all this was that, to add to the Sikhs’ troubles a 
picket of Muslim police was stationed near the ‘xate 
of the Gurdwara. These policemen behaved no 
better than their neighbouring co-religionists, 


On the 11th of August, when a batch of “pyuslim 
Baluch military was going on a round in the street, 
some Muslim threw a bomb near the gate of the 
shrine. There-upen the Muslim military rushed into the 
shrine. All the Sikhs present there were dragged our 
into the compound and murdered with bayonets and 
bullets. Out of the fifteen Sikhs and one Hindu 
present there, only one Sikh survived. He bore two 
wounds, one bayonet wound in the neek and one 
bullet wound jn the right arm, The names and 
addresses Af all of them, as also of those murdered in 
other Gurdwaras, are on record in the office of the 
Shromani Guidwara Prbandhak Committee, Amritsar. 
The Gurdwara was desecrated and looted. The 
Holy Guru Granth Sahib was profaned. 


The Gurdwara building itself withstosd the 
attempts of the incendiaries; for it was made of stone. 
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Its door frames were of marble and the doors were 
covered with brass plates. Still it was disfigured and 
spoiled. The shops and houses attached to the shrine 
were lcoted and burnt. 


2. GURDWARA BAOLI SAHIB GURU ARJAN DEV 


Thrice in the month of Mav, 47 Muslims threw 
petrol on the roofs of the shops attached to this 
Gurdwara, but the attempts to set them on fire were 
unsuccessful. Reports of this mischief were made to 
the police at the Kotwali, and at the police stations 
at Masti and Tibbi Gates; but no action was taken. 


On the 23rd of June some shops of the Gurdwara 
were set on fire. When the Sikhs of the Gurdwara 
went out to extinguish it, the police on duty told them 
to go in on pain of being shotdead. They did not 
heed the threats and were able to put out the fire. 


- But four shops had been reduced to ashes by then. 


A report of this was made at the Masti Gate police 
station; but the clerk (Muharrar) said, “Our police- 


men tell us that there was no fire there.’ The next 


day (24th) the previous day’s fire got rekindled. The 
Muslim Sub-Inspector in eharge ef that police 
station came to the spot. He bevan to abuse the 
priest of the Gurdwara and blamed him for having 
named the Musiim constable who had been helping 
the rioters On the previous day. Thar oonstable’s 
number was 1924 and one of the Sikhs in the 
surdwara could recognize him. But the police made 
no arrests and took no action against the mischief- 
makers. 


On the night of Ilth August a Muslim mob about 
four hundred strong-attacked the Gurdwara in the 
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presence of the police picket. Brickbats and petrol | 
bottles were thrown. Four more shops were burnt. 
The policemen went on firing at the Gurdwara and 
at the Sikhs; but luckily none was killed. On the 
next day four servants of the Gurdwara started to- 
wards Dehra Sahib in order to inform the Gurdwara 
Committee of what had happened. But they were 
arrested on the way. Nothing is known of their 
fate. 


On the 13th August, at about 2-30 p.m., a mob 
of about three hundred Muslims made the final 
attack on the Gurdwara. Four Sikhs were murdered. 
The mob then entered the Gurdwara. The priest, 

hai Dalip Singh, was cut to pieces. The Gurdwara 
was desecrated and despoiled of ai] its valuable and 
sacred property. The Holy Guru Granth Sahib 
was profaned. All Gurdwara shops were burnt. 


Thirteen Sikhs got down into the weil (Baoli) 


and were saved. The attaek continued for three 
hours and a half. Tne police came on the scence at 
about 6p.m. The above said thirteen Sikhs were 
rescued by a batch of Dogra military and taken to 
the Gurdwara Shahid Ganj. 


3. GURDWARA CHHEVIN PADSHAHI, MUZANG 


This Gurdwara is sacred to the memory of Guru 
Hargobind, the sixth Guru. About four hundred 
Muslims attacked the Gurdwara in the third week of 
July and began to throw brickbats. Two bombs 
were also thrown at the Sikhs on duty. But no life 
was lost. This showering of brickbats continued for 
an hour and a half. By then two Sikh policemen 
came that way. They began to fire upon the Muslim 
mob. Someone in the mob fired a bullet at the 
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policemen, but it missed and struck a wall. The 
Musiim Sub-inspector of police reached on the spot 
and witnessed the whole thing ; but he took no action 
against the attackers, On the contrary, he noted 
down the names of the Sikhs in the Gurdwara as if 
they had been the mischief makers. The Muslim 
D.S. P. also came to the spot but did nothing. 


The next day about fifty Mushims got on to the 
roofs of their houses adioining the Gurdwara and 
began to shower abuse upon the Sikhs. They refused 
to get down even at the bidding of the Police. Then 
a police picket was stationed at the Gurdwara. The 
officer in charge of it was a Muslim and he injured 
the Sikhs’ feelings by showing disrespect to the 
Gurdwara, This picket was removed after about ten 
days and some Muslims of the Additionat Police were 
posted on duty. * They behaved very -insolently 
towards the Sikhs. 


On the Iith August Hindu military pereons were 
put on patrol duty in the locality, But tney were 
replaced by Mushim Baluch military after three days. 
On the 14th, a Mushm mob, about a thousand 
strong, surrounded the Gurdwara, set fire to it, 
and began to loot and kill, The beautiful sacred 
edifice was reduced to a heap of ruins. The Holy 
Guru Granth Sahib was profaned- The Additional 
Police and the Baluch military—all Muslims, of 
course,-~began to shoot at the Sikha in the Gurdwara. 
Out of the nineteen men in the Gurdwara, sixteen 
were killed there and ouly three could save their lives 
by jumping from the roofs. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Sri Sattgquru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


2 | 


4. GURDWARA DEARA SAHIB GURU ARJAN DEV 


This famous Gurdwara is near the Fort. It > 
stands at the site where, after prolonged, umndescriba- 
ble tortures, Guru A:jan Dev was thrown into the 
Ravi and drowned by the agents of Jahangir. The 
Emperor had offered the Guru the usual choice 
between Islam and death, The Guru had _ preferred 
the latter. 


Here, too, the trouble became acute on the day 
on which the Pakistan Government practically, though 
secretly, took over the charge of the citv. On the 
night between the 12th and 13th August, at about 
ll pm, some Baluch military men placed some 
bombs tn front of the door of the Gurdwara and the 
gate of Maharaja Ranjit Singh Park, which were 
shut at the time, and raised an zlarm that the bombe 
had been thrown by the Sikhs from inside the 
Gurdwara. Apprehending danger, the Sikhs in the 
Qurdwara, numbering about 150, retired into the 
Samadh (Mausoleum) of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and 
passed the right there. None could go out even to 
answer the call of Nature. The Baluchs were abus- 
ing, taunting and challenging the Sikhs all the tim-. 
fn the morning two Sikhs went out towards the 
Circular Road to case themse!ves. The Batuchs cap- 
tured them, took them into the Fort, and tortured 
them with a view to making them say that the bombs 
had been thrown by'them. But they bore all this 
with composur. They were later got released after 
a good deal of difficulty, 


Next day, the [3th August, at about 3 p.m., 
Baluch military and Additional /’olice, ai! Musiims, 


oN 


eame and surrounded the Gurdwara. Soon bullets 
began to be showered from all d:rections—from the 
Fort, from the tewers of the Mosque, and from the 
Circular Road. Efforts were made to set the Gvrd- 
wara on fire but they proved abortive. Three bombs 
were thrown into the Gurdwara. One Sikh was 


seriously wounded. Brickbats were also thrown in 
abundance. 


After a time the Sikhs again retired into the 
Smadh. Asa Sikh, named Bhai Jaswant Singh, was 
shutting the door, a bullet struck him in the chest 
near the left shoulder. | he firing went on for about 
an nour. In the meanwhile, a Muslim moh, avout 
six hundred strong, came up shouting war-slogans. 
Now abusive challenges, and taunts and_ brickbats 
began to be showered from all sides After jumping 
over the outer wall, the Muslims went near the main 
building and began to batter down the gate. They 
also collected straw near the gate, threw oi} and 
petrol over it, and tried to set the gate on fire. But 
this they failed to do. Still the smoke which went 
into the closed rooms began to suffocate the belea- 
guered Sikhs. They were compelled to open the back 
door. But all who went out to have a breath of 
fresh ait were shot down. The door had to be 
shut again. 


As a result of the firing on that day seven 
Sikhs were killed and ten were wounded. 


Luekily for the Sikh survivors, a bateh of Dogra 
(Hindu) military reached there at about 7 p.m. The 
officer in charge of it was a Sikh. On their 
reassuring the Sikhs, the doors were opened. 
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The dead and the wounded were collected. The 
wounds of the latter were dressed by the military 
men. Then the dead and the wounded were taken 
to the Mayo Hospital. 


On the next day, the l4th, S. B. Charanjit 
Singh, Railway Ex-Engineer (Retd.); went to the 
Gurdwara and reassured the Sikhs. On the 16th he 
took General Rees and Major S. Digambar Singh to 
the Gurdwara and explained to them the whole 
Situation. Lhe said military officers assured the 
anmates that thenceforth only non-Muslim military 
would be posted there for the protection of the 
Gurdwara and that there would be no further 
trouble. 


At first Dogra and later Gurkha military were 
posted there. By the 3lst of August all the Sikhs, 
except those who were required to look after the 
Gurdwara, had been evacuated On that day the 
Gurkha and the Eritish officers informed the Sikhs in 
the Gurdwara that the Pakistan Government would 
take possession of the Gurdwara on the jiO0th of 
September at 3 p.m. They advised the Sikhs to go 
away and save themseives. 


On the tenth of September the same officers 
came again early in the morning and said that six 
trucks would be sent for the transport of the 
Gurdwara articles These trucks reached there at 
lpm. The dikhs began to load them as fast as 
they couli:. Only five of them had yet been loaded 
when about three hucdred Muslim military and 
police came and surrounded the Gurdwara. The 
Sikhs were completely disarmed. Even their kirpans 
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of all sizes were taken away. Then the Muslim 
military and police began to search the loaded trucks. 
They scattered the articles alj round in a most 
provocative manner. Kegisters were torn and thrown 
away. While the >ikhs were collecting the scattered 
articles and re-loading them imto the trucks, the 
locks of the Gurdwara were broken and all things 
inside were jooted. After they had re-loaded the 
scattered articles, the Sikhs wanted to go into the 
Gurdwara to bring more of the goods, but they were r 
not permitted to go. They were compelled to leave 
the place with the five loaded trucks. A large 
quantity of movable property was thus left there. 
ihe Muslims took possession of the Gurdwara in the 
presence of the Sikhs, Thus was this dear, sacred 
shrine, with its magnificent building despoiled and 
profaned. ‘he articles looted by the Muslim mihtary 
apd police were worth several thousand rupees. 


We should remember here that all this was done 
justta week after the Pakistan Government and -the 
Indian Government bad, on the 3rd of September, 
made the jormt deeision referred to in the beginning 
of this pipcr whereby both Governments had agreed 
that it was specially tucumbent upon them to protect 
and safeguard the property belonging to religious, 
charitable, and cultural institutions. We have seen 
above how the Muslim police and military treated the 
Gurdwara Dehra >ahib. And stilt Mr Liaqgat Als 
Khan had the cheek to say on the 14th september 
in Lahore, ‘“‘f regret that the Government of 
kndia and of the East Punjab have not been fully able 
implement the decisions jointly taken by the 
overaments of Pakistan ani India in Lahore, but as 
n honourable nation, we have scrupulously adhered 


> 
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to all the decisions.”’ Let all impartial people decide 
hew: far such a man decerves credence, 


§ GURDWARA CHUMALA SAHIB 


This Gurdwara is sacred to t:e memory of Guru 
Hargobind, the sixth Guru. A _ police pioket had 
been stationed there for its protection. On the 13th 
of August Muslim police and military surrounded the 
Gurdwara and started firing at it. A Muslim mob 
soon gathered there. 


Fifteen Sikhs had been on duty in the Gurdwara. 
Five of them had gone to tetch rations trom the 
Gurdwara Dehra Sanib. But they had not been able 
to return because of the curfew which had been 
clamped on the city by then. Thus they escaped the 
terrible fate which was to overtake their comrades at 
Chumata Sahib. 


As stated ahove, soon after the Muslim police and 
military had begun to shower bullets on the Gur- 
dwara, a large Muslim crowd gathcred there. It was 
ded by the noterious Muslim National Guards. These 
people, lixe their co-religionists in other parts of the 
West Panjab, were mad with the fanatic fury 
engendered by the two.nation theory and_ bred, 
nourished and excited by the Pakistanists. They 
knew by thea that Lahore was theirs: that they 
were supreme there ; that they were accountable to 
none but their Muslim League leaders, who wanted 
them to commit all sorts of barbarities against the 
none Viuslims, particularly against the Sikhs. hey 
had been told that by perpetrating such inhuman 
wickedneas they would be serving the cause not only 
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- of Pakistan but also that of Isiam. They vied with 
each other in this ‘holy war’, 


These people collected firewood, piled it round 
the wa!ls of the Gurdwara, and set fhre toit. The 
dear, sacred, beautiful edifice was soon reduced to 
a heap of ruins. The ten Sikhs on duty and the three 
non Mushm policemen, who formed the picket for the 
protection of the Gurdwara, were bu’nt alive. And 
sull Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan has the audacity to Tv 
declare again and again that the Muslims, true to 
the tenets and tradiuens of Islam, have done no harm 
to the non-Muslims in their power ! 


The news of this terribie tragedy reached Debra 
Sahib about six days iater through some sweepers. 
‘These people had been required by the Muslim police 
to dig up the dead bodies. But, on account of the f: 
offensive smell coming out of the decomposing bodies, 
they had been unable to do the Job. 


6. GURUWARA SHAHIv GANJ SEINGHNIAN 


This is the Gurdwara for which the Sikhs had 

- to fight a law- uit upto the Privy Council, and. for 
which they had to suffer much violence and loss of 
life at the hands of the Mushms in the days of Sir 
Sikandar’s ministry It stands upon the site where 
in the eighteenth century thousands over thousands 
of Sikhs men, women and children had been tortured 
and murdered by the then Muslim rulers for no other 
offence than that of being Sikhs. The Sikh ladies 
had been put to specially severe tortures. The 
Muslims had wanted them to give up their faith, to 
embrace Islam, aud to marry some Muslim grandees. 
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But the Sikh ladies had remained unshaken. In 
consequence, they had to taste the bliss that the brave 
devotees of truth ever find in martyrdom for their 
faith Im memory of those heroic ladies the Gurd- 
wara is known as Shahid Ganj Singhnian—the Sikh 
Women- Martyrs’ Treasury. : 


It is near the Lahore Railway station. A non- 

Muslim military guard had been posted for its 

va protection. Wuslim mobs came to attack it several 
; times but had to flee each time. 


At last on the 3lst of August sone Bri'ish 
military officers came there and, with threats and 
show of force, compelled the Sikhs on duty there to 
load everthing in the military trucks provided for 
the purpose and depart. On the next day thev were 
taken to Amritsar. The Muslim police and military 
took possession of the Gurdwara on that very day. 


Thus did the Anglo- Muslim conspiracy behind 
all this bloody show give to the vuslims the Sikh 
Martyrs’ Treasury which the Muslims had cove ed 

e so jong, but which neither their own terroristic 
activities nor the British courts of law had been able 
to give them. Thus was thissacred shrine, so dear 
ut us as a memorial in honour ot those who had given 
up their lives but not their faith, taken away from us 
and profaned. Cyn we ever forget this brutal wrong 


and the wrench caused thereby ? Can we rest in 
yeace as long as these sacred places are in alien 
hands ? 


To complete the account, J shall give a line or 
two about some of the other Gurdwara; in Lahore. 
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7, CuredwaraShahid Ganj Bhai Taru Singh, 
situated near Shahid Gan} Singlmnian, was occupied 
on the same day and in the same manner as that 
Gurdwara, 


8. Shahid Ganj Bhai Mani Singh, near the 
Fort, was attacked by a large Muslim mob under the 
guidance of Muslim police on the 13th Augnst. All 
property was Jooted. The Gurdwara was protaned, 
burnt, and razed to the ground, and four Sikhs include 
Ing one woman, who were inside, were murdered. 


9. Gurdwara Diwan Khana, Guru Arjan Dev, 


w2s deseCrated, looted, and burat on the Ilthof 


August. 


10. Gurdwara Lal Khauh or the Sacred Red 
Well is the weli in which in the eighteenth century 
were thrown the heads of the Sikhs murdered by the 
Muslim rulers for the mere offence of being Sikhs. 
The martyrs’ blood made the water red ; hence the 
name, The Gurdwara at this place was attacked, 
profaned, looted, and burnt on the 13th of August. 


ll, Gurdwara Paihli Padshahi, sacred to the 
memorv of Guru Nanak, was desecrated, looted, and 
burnt in May. The sacred leaves of Guru Granth 
Sahib were scattered about and trampled. 


12 Gurdwara Guru Mangat was attacked on 
the 12th of August by a Muslim mob unaided by 
police or military The attack was repulsed by the 
Sikhs. Finding that another much severer attack 
with the help and guidance ct Muslim police was 
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smminent the Sikhs vacated the Gurdwara on the 
next day’, 


13 Gurdwara Bhai Jawahar Singh, near the 
Railway Police Lines, was attacked on the night 
following the 12th of August. Three Sikhs who were 
in the Gurdwaia were murdered. The Gurdwara was 
desecrated, looted, burnt, and razed to the ground, 


14. Gurdwara Bhai Budhu ka Awa, on the 
Grand Trunk Road within the premises of the Sikh 
National College, was desecrated and looted during 
the Jast week ot July when the College was jooted, 


il. PAKISTAN FLAG OVER GURDWARAS 
re: 


The treatment meted out to the other Gurdwaras 
in Lah re and elsewhere in Pakistan has been similar 
to what has been stated above, All of them have heen 
profaned and looted. Muslims have taken possession of | 
them and used them accordjng to their own will and 
pleasure, The Nishan Sahibs, the Sacred Saffron 
Mags of the Khalsa, which used to fly in all of them, 
have been pulled down. Perhaps their place haa 
been taken bv the Flags of Pakistan. That thie hag 
actually happened to at least one of them has been 
stated by many eyewitnessess. Gurdwara Bhai Pheru 
lies on the road leading to the Balloki Head, The 
Sikh convoys trudging along this road see the Pakistan 
flag flying high above the Gurdwara, They look in 
vain for their own Sacred Flag there. You can 
imagine how painful the sight must be to these 
victims of Muslim aegreseion, All the untold and. 
untellable sufferings, privations, ordeals, and outrages 
inflicted upon them by the agents of Pakistan are 
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temporarily forgotten before this sight. They weep 
in bitter grief. But they also pray to the Almighty 
Father of the Khaisa to give them the :trength and 
the chance to re.plant the Sacred Flag in every 
Gurdwara. 


THE SIKH’S RESOLVE 


The truth is that the division of the Punjab on 
tne basis of head counting alone has done us a cruel, 
nay intolerable, injustice. Every Sikh is smarting under 
it, The treatment meted out te the Gurdwaras by 
the agents of Pakistan has added fresh and plantiful 
fuel to the fire of vengeance raging in the heart of 


every Sikh—young or old, sich or poor. This huge, 


infamous wrong must be avenged and righted. The 
Khalsa must come to itsown. I declare it to the 
world that the Sikhs can never forget the treatment 
meted out to their Gurdwaras by the agents of 
Pakistan and that they can never rest in peace until 
the Gurdwaras are restored to them in the condition 
in which they were taken away from them. - 


We do not want war ; but our past is our witness 
that we are neither afraid of war nor unused to it. 
We shall certainly prefer a peacetul, friendly settlement 
of all the issues involved. But we have little hopes 
that way. The Mu.lim Leaguers seem to be too much 
intoxicated with their newly acquired power to listen 
to reason. We feel that there might be for us only 
one remedy for this great injustice and wrong. If 
there is no other way left to us, we shall not shirk 
that last remedy. The Khalsa must come to its own. 
We must ge’ back what has been taken away from us. 
No dangers skall daunt us. No obstacles shall be 
allowed to stand in our way. 


| 
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The Lord’s is the Khalsa and the Lord’s must 
+ the Victory be ! 


AN A. PEAL TO [HE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


In the end I would call upon the Government ef 
India to face the Pakistan Government with a record 
of all these breaches of not only all codes of human 
decency and honour, but also of the decisions jointly 
taken by the twe Governments. Our Government 
should take a firm stand. Mere lodging of protests 
will not do. It should remember that it has to deal 
with a peculiar type of people who are strangers to 
} many rules of honour current among civilised nations. 
It should take a firm and unshakable stand on the 
point relating to the restoration of such losses as those 
described above; for, in the joint decision of Sept 3, it 
was laid down that the two Governments would «ndea- 
vour to ensure restoration, «t public expense or other- 
wise, of religious places in their territories which might 
have been destroyed or desecrated. Here the desecra- 
tion and destruction were done by the agents of the 
Pakistan Government deliberately. No wriggling out 
of the responsibility should be permitted er tolerated. 
Will Mr. Liagat Ali Khan prevail upon his Govern- 
ment to aet like a really ‘honourable nation’ and 
‘scrupulously adhere to the decisions jointly made’ in 
this connexion ? 


TO MY SIKH BRETHREN, 


To my Sikh brethren I wou'd appeal to calmly 
but steadily and resolutely, prepare themselves for the 
great and holy task which they must soon undertake 
and accomplish. That an intolerable injustice has 
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been done to us is a patent truth, admitted even by 
the Muslim Leaguers. Read, for example, what 
THE !'AKISTAN TIMES wrote in its Jeading article on 
June 29, 1947—**What have the Sikhs got? They 
sre divided more or less equally in the two 
present zones of the Punjab, the Jarger of their assets 
andthe bigger Gurdwaras remain in the Western 
Zone.” ! 


Yes, that is the bitter truth. We must win them 
back, The task is arduous and bewildering. [It 
needs all our resources. It needs all our strength. 
Above all. it needs unity of outlook and effert on our 
part; Let us bury our dead past. Let us look back 
only on our living past, and, drawing strength and 
inspiration from there, so act in the living present as 
to build up a bright and ever-living future, 


To aj] patriots in India and abroad, to all lovers 
of freedom, to ail who wiil uphold the standards of 
civilisation and culture, to all lovers of God and Man, 
I would appeal to rightly appreciate our position and 
to help us in vindicating it, 


Sat Spi AKAL: 


Steno Press, Amritsar. 
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